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SUBJECT: COMMUNISTS WIN LEATHER AND RUBBER UNIONS 
MERGER VOTE 

1. THE LONG PROCESS OF REUNIFYING THE FINNISH 
LABOR MOVEMENT AFTER ITS IDEOLOGICAL SPLIT IN 
1960'S IS DRAWING TO A CLOSE. THE LAST REMAINING 
"PAR AT. LET." UNIONS IN FINNISH TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION 
(SAK) ARE TO BE MERGED DECEMBER 15 IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RESULTS OF A VOTE BY FINLAND'S LEATHER AND RUBBER 
WORKERS' UNIONS. IN NOVEMBER VOTING SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
CANDIDATES RECEIVED 3,999 VOTES AND COMMUNISTS 4,994 
GIVING THEM 1 1 1 DELEGATES TO SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 89. 
SIXTY-NINE PERCENT PARTICIPATION IS RELATIVELY HIGH 
FOR SUCH ELECTIONS. COMMUNIST VICTORY WAS NOT A 
SURPRISE SINCE "RUBBER AND LEATHER WORKERS "UNION" 

THEY CONTROLLED OUTNUMBERED PURELY SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
"LEATHER AND RUBBER BRANCH TRADE UNION" BY THREE TO 
ONE. NEW CHAIRMAN OE COMBINED UNION WILL ALMOST 
CERTAINLY BE "STALINIST ' COMMUNIST VAINO HUHTAMAKI, 

WHO LEADS EXISTING COMMUNIST UNION. SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS WILL BE GIVEN UNION SECRETARY'S JOB AND 
REMAINING POSITIONS WILL BE DIVIDED PROPOR- 
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2. OF 24 SIGNIFICANT UNIONS IN SAK COMMUNISTS NOW 
CONTROL THREE: 95,000 MEMBER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
UNION, 40,000 MEMBER FOOD PROCESSINGWORKERS UNION 
AND NEW RUBBER AND LEATHER WORKERS UNION WHICH WILL 
HAVE NEARLY 20,000 MEMBERS ALTHOUGH ONLY 13,000 
WERE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN RECENT ELECTION. ONE OF 
MOST EMOTIONAL ISSUES IN RECENT FINNISH LABOR POLITICS 
HAS THUS BEEN LAID TO RESET AND NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERSHIP OF SAK (SEE HELSINKI 2455) IS IN A STRONGER 
POSITION THAN WHEN CENTRAL FEDERATIONS WERE MERGED 
IN 1969. 
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